— — — — 2 CE nt nt 2 — ney 
7 : N + * "2? 


ed 


TY 
1 


* - , 
0 — * 


* 


— 


WHEREIN 18 LA LD. Down. 


* 


me quickening 1 motives for the | 
of Sinner „ both to family and ſerret Fra 


er; with directions how to 
_ thanks t to Gon, in pub! i and 
ſome ene 0 


er. Together with 
firing in the neglect of 


WS 


AN K AANEST I. 


5 Tus. v. 17. Pray without, .ceaſin ing. 
Dear and loving Friends, 5 


OW in treating this point concerning 
N prayer, I ſhall. endeavour, Firſt, To * 
ew what prayer is. Secondly, What it is to 

ray continually. 7 birdly, To ſhew ſome rea- 
ons why we ought to pray without eng. 


And; Laſtly, To make application. =. 


* 


3 Fin „ What prayer is. In ſhort, prayer ws. 1 
3 earneſt fer vent offering up of our defires Ry 
Bod. by faith in the name of Jefus Chriſt, 


or thoſe good things that are agreeable to } ; 
"Cons will, and our own neceſſity. Now, there 
mult concur theſe two things to make up the 
duty of prayer, Firſt, An earneſt and fervent 
>  defire after thoſe ; graces-and>dleſlings we come 
7 0 for; for there are ſome that come fre- 
— e 180 the throne of grace, and offer a > 
form of words in a praying way: I fay, a form | 
” bf: Words either compoſed ready to hand, or 
elle their own compoſing; and ſo they come 
to God v with an expreſſion of words, without 


f 8 5 F hearty defires alter choſe graces aud mer- || 
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t; 2 aud yet: ag will pl to pray y might 
ly againſt fin and fleſhly luſts, which they 

have no deſire to be rid of; and for the- 2 
raining of thoſe graces and. ſpiritual mercies 
which they are not ſenſihle of their want of, 
nor Have Any deſire to àttain: but yet ff - 
will often make uſe of prayer, either as a veil Ih . 5 188 2 | 
to hide and cover thej nakednefy, and'to thew.... N 2328 
- themſelves io the world to be religious, or elſe 

as a device to quiet their conſcience in a courſe — I 
of fin, and ſo they: make confeſon of ſin to : N 3 
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ſtand iĩnſtead of forſaking of Tin; and. praying 
hey: of repenting. Now, ſuch kind of pray=- 1 

g is ahominable unto the Lord; yea, this _ 4 
kind of praying is indeed no praying, but Un. iN | 
A babbling, diſſembling, and e 57 
Sad; yea, it is a lying unto God. 8 
faith 155 compaſſetb me about "with Wes, Bok” = 
3 755 £ Be py _ not "Pray n N 155 i . 
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1 1 — * G08, to de hats N bes | * 1 
when indeed they have no heart nor deſire 19: >: = 
any ſuth thing. e e the ſcribes; FES D 2 
and Phariſees, / as) Obrist complains againſt — 5 
them, Mat. X U. 575 8. Tr bypocritec, vout EI 2 3 
2 5e ou, faying This people %. 

% nigh unto me with their mouth; and bonours.: = 
th = with Meir lips, but their hearts 12 N 
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Ig 45 is cog Weiten 1705 
: net therefore, ye ſhall receive „ erviter 
damnation, This is the firſt concurrence to 
make up the duty of prayer, which is a hear- 
' ty ahd fervent defire after thoſe graces and | 
Ba e things we pretend to pray for, without 
which our praying is no praying, but babbling 

and mocking of God. 2dly, The other con- 
5 eurrence to make up the duty is this, An of. 
 fering up of our deſires either with the mind 
or voice, our having theſe deſires alone is not 
praying; but where there are hearty fervent 
deſires after grace and mercy, and theſe deſires 
are expreſſed either by ſighing, groaning, 
| whiſpering, ſpeaking, . or by voice; this is 
praying indeed; and this ſhall be ſufficient to 
* ſthew what prayer is. Zdly, The next thing 
+ promiſed to ſhe w is, What it is to pray with. f 
out ceaſing: Now, to pray without cealing is 
not to do like unto that ſect, who. thought that 
5 prayer was to be their whole buſineſs. No, 
. no: : There are other duties which God hath 
1 e required; and prayer muſt. not come in the 
. EF y of other duties to ſhuffle them qu. But, 
in general, to pray without ceaſing implies, a 
= 2 "us hold of; and improving allithofe ſea - 
- Jons and opportunities wherein Fock and our 
Own neceſſities,” call us to prayer this is to 
pray y without” ceaſing. + It is ſaid pr] Mephibo- 
herb, Tat be did eat continually. at the hs 
table, 2 Sam. ix. 1 Now, what ſhall we un- 
derſtand from this? Shall we think that he did * 
ehe elſe, day or night, but eat? N ahn 
matter; but he was alway p. eſent 2th —_ 3 
ben 5 ſeaſon of Eon ume came: : Even 
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 whenſoever prayer is ſeaſonable; But more 4 
particularly, to pray without ceaſſing implies; 
1. A being always in a diſpoſition and frame 
to pray wkenſoever God requires it: The 

heart muſt be reconciled to this duty of pray - 1 


er, and fall in love with it, and come to the. TI 
| throne of grace with delight; and alſo a con- 4 
|  rinvally reſiſtiog of that backwardneſs and in⸗ I — 
diſpoſition to prayer, whenever the ſeaſon k 
prayer approacheth, and always to watch N WR 
hearts to keep them in a praying frame. 2. — 
To pray without ceaſing implies, : a praying ir . $1 2 3 
every ſtate and condition of life it pleaſeth God | 
to call us to; for without prayer ſickneſs will, 8 
be unſanctified, and health will be a judge- Be Wo 1 
ment. Without prayer health and — tx _ E 4 
will be a ſnare, and will occaſion a forgetf u- bY | 
ness of God, and a daring to rebel againſt 
him, and will ſerve to encouragę a neglect: == <þ 
the ſoul, and of another world; and e, 
prayer, adverſity will be inrolerable, and- "if in 

de removed, it will be in anger; and that 0 
condition ſhould cauſe 2 neglect of prayer. 3 
To pray without ceaſing implies, a beten KS "I 
| ing in prayer, a continual wreſtling with Goc 
in prayer, and never to give over until we has 
our requeſt granted. God, in his wiſdom, ig 
pleaſed ſometimes to cauſe us ſtay long for 2 * 
mercy, before it comes; both to make the 5 : 5 c 
_ mercy. the ſweeter to us hes: it coines; and 4 
alſo for the trial of his people's patience, whe 
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true believers Will be gontent to wait, And 
25 Wait in God's way until, their Prayers 8 
. 80 did the woman of Canaan, When 
the came to Chriſt for mercy. Tho' at her 
firſt ſuit- Chriſt gave her no anſwer at all, yet 

4 - the, notwithſtanding, continued her ſhit with 
E , 5 2 more earreſtneſs, crying after him: and when 
£ -Ch#ift did ſpeak, yet he gave her; a ſeeming; 
denial, and told her, that he was not ſent but 
to the loſt: ſheep of the houſe af Iſrael. And 


for help; but yet, inſtead. of helping her, 
called her a dog, and told her, That it cas not 
1 meet 10 tale the children's bread and caſt it un- 
0 dogs. Then, inſtead of leaving off her fuit, 
= Ee came to Chriſt with great humility, ſhe ac- 
Ems - knowledged her own unworthineſs of mercy ; 
E- * but the deſpaired not, but, by faith, pleaded = 
F * Chriſt's mercy and bounty, telling him, 70 
5 be a dog, and not worthy lo be made a partał 
er of the children's bread, yet the dogs may eat 
E 5 the-crumbs that fall from their maſter*s table. 
2 Ibis ſhews how thankful ſhe would have been 
R for the leaſt crumbs of mercy: whereupon, je- 
* ſus Chriſt immediately commended the great- 
- neſs of her faith, and, as it were, gave her the 
i: = =; of his treaſure, and bade har take what- 
3 . "PIG ſhe wanted, whether mercy for herſelf, 
l mercy for her daughter. O woman, great 


"ks 
1 
"21.8 
4 By SS 


3 <p i faith, be it: unto thee ven. as thou N 
** 22 'urther, that we might be encouraged to 


levere in prayer, without fainting, Chriſt x oY 
ee e os Tee the end b men 


at I os of graces And thoſe 87888 are 


. 5 yet ſhe would not give over, but cried s again 
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ſhewed what Prayer is, and What it is to prax = - 
give ſome reaſons why i it is the duty and tne 
Me ſhould pray continually, becauſe God is 7 4 
always ready to hear; and tho” God knows 


in his wiſdom, would have us wait upon him 


at laſt, and get ſafe to heaven, that will make 
5 amends for all your praying, waiting, labour 
ing and ſuffering. O therefore, let us not be 

weary in well-doing, for in due rime we ſhall 


of your * - yet, if you can "bur overcome” 


reap if we faint not, Gal. vi. 9. Thus have $:.- 


without-ceafing. - zdly, The next thing is to 


| 3 1 


of every Chriſtian to pray without ceaSng.. 1. 


our wants, and is ready at all times. to beſtoc - 
upon us whatſosver we want; vet e 3 2 


by fervent prayer, for thoſ2. ſpiritual? £6 ö 7 2 1 
things we want; not that prayer moves! . 
but that continual feryent 3 malces us fie . 


for, if God thould' Bellows: His eſpectap ring — 
mercy upon a ſinner before he is tir for it, Ee 
mercy would be but little prized by him, ank 
God would have but little retura of praiſe and EM ] 
thanks from him 1 herctore, tor this Lens LE: j 
God will be ſought unto for his eſpecial mers. © 
_cies before he will beſtow chem. After Gd 


had promiſed to pardon, rene w, and to he! > | 
Ie Jet be ENS: e as the mean — 3 
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= . FEED theſe mercies, Wee he will — ; 
# 7 it upon them. Ezek. xxxvi. 37. Tor all 
08 theje T will be enquired of by the houſe of Iſrael, 
FE. - $0 this fer them. Conſider, friends, pardon 
is ready, and already purchaſed for you by the 
bt blood of Chriſt : Grace is ready, and mercy 


zs ready to embrace you ſinners. God waits 
but for your ſecking unto him for, theſe mer- 


eies, and you ſhall have them; therefore, if 


be Jou periſh for ever, for want of theſe ſaving 
mercies, the fault is not in God, but in your- 
©, elves, becauſe you will not ſeek unto God, 
25 hearty prayer, for grace and mercy, Ged 
ri Jaid to look) down from heaven to ſee if there 


. were any that would ſeek after God, Plal. iv. 
2. And he is ready to pardon, juſtify, ſandtify 


and ſave them, whenſoever they ſeek unto dim. 
I Friends, a a hearty ſeeking of God never was in 
* vain, nor ever will be. 2dly, We muſt pray 
=" . continually; becauſe Chriſt is 


1 
* een until he was in an agony; and- now he is 
in heaven, and makes continual interceſſion for 


D us. Heb. vii. 2 5. Chriſt in heaven is always a 


+ preſenffing to his Father his ſuffering, and by 
2 ſufferings and bicod ſhed, all that we pray 
for has been purchaſed ; : the blood of Jeſus 


3 continually praying for us. Chriſt prayed 
1 night and day for us when he was upon earth, 


cries in God's ears in behalf of thoſe that 

pray, that the curſe that Chriſt hach borne 
5 EE may be removed from them, that the ſins for 
* which Chriſt was wounded may be forgiven 
© them, thar out\of his folneſs they may receive 
proce for | nad. ö and e for his 9 x 


Uy— ” 


— Pet. v. 8. Satan is never idle, he is always 


EAN the Throw 70 Crith” 8 
may be delivered from the wrath t to come. 1 2 
Now, friends, ſhali Chriſt pray for us ſo long, | 
and fo fervently, until he was in agony, and 
ſtill prays for us in heaven, and yet ſhall we © 
loſe the benefit of all for want of praying for 
_ ourſelves: O for ſhame! ſeeing Chat doth 
his part, let us do ours. *3dly, We ſhould 
pray without ceaſing, becauſe the Spirit is al- . | 
ways ready to help our infirmities, Rom. vil. 
The Spirit is ready to inſtruct us what to pray 
for; as to remove the load of indiſpoſition i 
this duty, to quicken our deadneſs in the du- 5 1 
ty, to enlarge our deſires after grace, and 3 
ſtrengthen us to wreſtle for a blefling; and 
truly God is not to be prevailed with, but by 
the 9 of his Son, and by the help and 
2"1ance of his Holy Spirit. athly, We muſt _ 
pray continually, becauſe Satan is always rea-. 4 
dy to aſſault us; he is ſaid, To go about lie a be 
roaring lion, ſeeking hom he may devour, - r - 3 :F 


4 1 


— 
1 
58 


following us with ſnares and temptations: Gur 
life is full of temptations; and ſhall not we be 
continually praying againſt Satan and his al: 3 1 
ſaults. Wicked ſpirits are continually engag. : 3 | 
ed againſt us. We wreſtle; ſaith the rolle, 
with  principalities and powers, and ſpiritual © 
| wickedneſs in high places. Eptn vi. 13. Theſe 
enemies are inviſible, and, therefore, it is the 
more difficult to withſtand them; they are to 
ſubtile and too ſtrong for us; we had need 
155 theretore, to pray without ceaſing, 1 e 
"oe 8 5 ceaſe not eee ro ein us PROFIL: 
3 95 ruin. 5 „ 
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5 - Nrength upon the leaſt neglect of prayer; if 
by our watching, praying and wreſtling with 


God, we have got ſome ſtrength and power 
gaqagainſt our corruptions, as anger, pride, co- 
vVvetoufſneſs, fleſhly luſts, ſenſuality, and our 


affections are moved and inflamed towards 
E - -— God and heavenly things, and we are got in- 


ove watch, and neglect prayer, our corrup- 
tions will yet ſtrengthen again, and our graces 
„ Will decay, and our love to God and holy 
30 5 5 things will decay: Now, all theſe things conſi- 
dered, we might ſee that it is neceſſary; for us 


Aud negligent, in our performing this duty of 
e but to ſtir up ourſelves in the per for; 
. S >a of this duty, and to pray withoite<e: 
4 2 : 8 >; ng. Thus I have done with the deckein 
pare; ; but before I proceed, I ſhall anfwer at 
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2 2 5 ee there be that H 
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dea vour to reconcile both parties. You-muſt 
kno there are two. kinds of prayer-command- 
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1 ſecret prayer. For che firſt 
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about public or family Prayer, and you- 
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2 2 a2. lafily, We ſhould pray FE EM I 
"cealing; becauſe our corruption quickly gets - 


to a ſtate of grace; yet, If we once let down 


0 rake care chat we be not careleſs, flight, 
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objection or two, which may M in ny; ay 7 : | 
= One objection, which y e is - 
Whether they ought ef pray with a 
Wirk a form : 


5 Sc 8 — 
* of _ prayer. and ſonie arc Aga BAIL Me Boda a 
35 Now, in anſweri ring th eckion, 1 ſhall en- 


F 8 by. God. Firft, public-or — 


are the ſpeaker, it is moſt convenient for vu 
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pray according to that pattern. But. in Laß REAL. 
« | + | xi, the command of Chriſt is in theſe W 
_. Whenye pray ſuy, Our Father, &c. Lhis4 a * 
| ſo to teach us, that the Lord's prayer is U, -- 
| not oniy as a pattern or rule, but alſo as a form” © 


general neceſſities of thoſe that Joi. 
and which are ſuited to the 102 and wants of 
mankind in general throughout the: world. 8 5 £24 : 
Such forms as theſe are al ready Co 
many eminent Divines: I fay, in public « or fa · 
mily prayer, it is moſt convenient to pray in 
ſuch a ſet compoſed form of words, that thoſe 


long with you in your expreſſions. And, as 
for the lawfulnefs of theſe forms, conſider 


Chriſt hath given us, both to be a rule and 
pattern to direct us in prayer, and alſo to be 
uſed in our prayers. The command of Chriſt, 
Mat. vi. is in theſe words, After this mee ; "4. 

Pray ye, this is to teach us, that the- Lords 

Prayer is given us not only 20 be uſed as 4 45 

form, but alſo to be a rule for directing us to 7 I 


| earth; and mat Chriſt joined with chem. . 
IN de blamed chem for uſing them; therefore, if 
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who Join with you, being acquainted with | 
your matter, may with more readineſs g 2- 


that Chriſt hath given us a ſet form of prayer, 
which is the Lord's prayer; now this form 


oY 2 che end of our public or f-mily prayers. 3 I 
5 5 condlude this, Writers record, that en 


were uſed when our Saviour Chriſt was on 


riſt neither contradicted theſe forms, 


dur Gbjections be againſt public or r 
"how? have fuflic ently anſwere a har. Sean 


1 ; ae ag. FS rag 


mould aſk whether a man ought to make uſe 


I — crutches: until he have the uſe of his legs, and 


5 4 bis crutches aſide; even fo, «thoſe that 
have hitherto been ſtrangers to prayer, and 


4 "of ; 


not yet attained unto the gift of prayer, and 
therefore they know not how to pray,” theſe 


' confeſs them: their own corruptions and in- 
Aeon. ſo as to lament over them; their 


alſo their own wants, that they may beg of 
leſs, becauſe they are able to expreſs their 


7 +. _ particular wants without it. And beſides, 
. there Ae no- written forms of pr pe: that can 


5 a4 another under another, iherbfore 
one ought to ſtudy his own ſius, teaapratic 
and wants, and then fall to prayer 
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prayer, J 11 mal ſoon reſolve you in that. If 5 
Jou alk, whether you ought to pray in ſecret 
a form? This 3 is the ſame thing as if you 


of his legs, or make uſe of crutches to walk 
with? For you all know, that if a man be 
lame and cannot uſe his legs, he muſt walk by 


then he afterwards ought to uſe his legs, and 
alſo to themſelves, who: are-weak, and have 


= to pray by a form, and to make uſe of 
ſuch forms ac may lead them to knowledge of 
_ their own particular fins and wants, ſo as to 


on temptations, fo as to pray againſt them; 1 


God to have them ſupplied: Then they ought 
no longer to uſe a form, but to lay it aſide, as 


Ez. ſuit wir the eaſe of every particula e WR, * 
for one chriſtian is under one eircumſt ance, 


| Th as he finds-his'own condition to he: 75 1 1 5 
78 5 A man under whatſoever citcumſtauce hebe, {|| 
* 7 5 W 40 In A 3 it is 2 pines A — — e 
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you come to the throne of grace. Thus; 1 
hope, I have ſufficiently ſatisfied you, in an- 2 | 


pray by a ſet form or nat? EE 4 
But now to anſwer one objection more, add” 
that is, whether a wicked man may pray ot — 9 5 _ 


the. wicked is an abomination to the Es, - * 2 7 
| ſwer. 5 That a wicked mz m, howeverg out ch (o : 4 
pray, becauſe, whilſt he is praying, ie e 5 


it may pleaſe God to bleſs it to bim, for N LY 
in his heart. And beſides, there is no . 8 5 
mian but he bas now and then ſome gbod de- 
| - fires wroughtin him by the common workings. - : 
W 4 5 5 and We dener e ut to 8 
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70 the Throw of Craze. — 1 


ſeor he knows not hat. To gi ve you an in- 


ſtance or two: Suppoſe you were a con- 


demned malefactor, and were going to £ 4 


the king to beg-a pardon, you would not BS 
need a written form of words to carry with Ds 
you, for- your own. condition would teach 


you what to ſay when you came there. "5; 4 
 ſuppoſe-a beggar ſhould come to your doors inan 
a miſerable condition, ready to ſtarve for. bung. 

er, you would ſoon hear how hard he would 

beg, what complaints he will make, And what 
arguments he will uſe to move your pity, with. 
out a written form of words. Even ſo, if you oY 4 
have but a true ſight and ſenſe of your ſin and - 
ö miſery, and of your want of ſuch and ſuch 
ſoul mercies, you would not need a written 
form to teach you what te ſay to God. When AE be 
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4 


ſwering this objection, Whether we ought 0 


ſeeing the Scripture tell us, That the prayer of . 


one of God's ordinances, and who knows ttt 


good of his ſoul, and bring him to pray fob It 3 
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-— God 577 prayer, and ſo ber bis pray- — 
ers will be accepted; and ſo he may be 4 | 
for the work of grace to be wrought in him, 
and God has promiſed, that they who draw 
near to him, he will draw near to them. But, - 
if -he wholly caſt off prager, he goes further 
from God, and ſo runs e high road to hell 
and deſtruction. Thus having done with the 
_ dodtrinal part, and anſwered theſe objections, 
I eme Py to the application. The firſt-uſe 
- thaſtbe an uſe of lamentation. If it be ſueh a ne- 
2 duty of hag ee to pray withont 
_ ceaſing, then what ſhall-we think of thoke who 
"I ne ver pray, neither with their families nor yet 
un ſecret? They mind nothing but the rhings 
28 of the world, and the luſt of the fleſh; but ne- 
ber ſeck' after God: Sure theſe muſt bein a 
f = - fad miſerable condition. This i is a N 5 
3 5 and 'muſt'be for a lamentation. | | 
2 | = - © Secondly, The next uſe ſhall be of: caution; "2 
Mp bet us be cautioned againſt theſe two things. 
Aſt, Let us take heed of a form of dull, care- 
8 and heartleſs performance of this duty: -of 
Prayer. Now that this may be avoided; take 
= teed of cuſhing unpreparedly into God's pre- 
f =D ſence. But if you ſhall aſk, How ſhall I do 10 
* prepare myſelt aright Or this duty of prayer? 
- I anfver, If you would pray ſo as your pray: 


WD By 5 would be — and rene you: muſt ; 


= 5 ee the Enowlbd66 of) yourſelveszen- 
©. - amine how the caſe ſtands between God and 


ep - your own: Fouls,” which way your defires run; 
fad that your ;dolires aa heaven, 5 
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N wards, then examine the matter of x : 4 
fires, what it is you would have God got 6 3 
for you; ſtudy your ſins, wants, and what cons 8 
Tes you would have God beſtow upon you. if 


before hand, you cannot expect to know it a- 


unhumbled, and want that lively ſenſe of Four . 3 A 


What God's wrath and hell is, and what lufts - 
and corruptions are in you; and what grace 


wil make you pray, and pray to purpoſe, Witch 
all your hearts. But when men are a 


back, nor inwards, to ſee what is amiſs and . s 


that is before them, no wander if cir 
are dead and dull; and theyyare as- unit to S 
Pray as a ſleeping man is to work.” Ady e 
pypou go to prayer, beware of ſinful thoughts. a 5 1 
that they do not come in and ſpoil the duty 
I o0o this end watch your heart, Tour tit OR 
and your affeQions very carefully,. otherwile-- =D LE. 
ſome beloved vanity will alienate them from” + 


the work in hand, and it will turn away your -- 
Wo. ghrs, and 
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ruptions you deſire to be rid of, and w 


you do not acquaiat yourſelves with your caſe : b 
right on a ſudden, as you go to pray; if you _ = 
do not a@ually look into your hearts and lives I. 
before you go to prayers, your ſouis Wi be 
neceſſities which muſt put life into your pray- 
ers. Before you pray, conſider what ſin „ : 

and mercy you ſtand in need of. And this. + 


ſtrangers unto themſelves, and never look -- 


255 ̃ 
7 "Ot 5 


ere 


wanting, nor look foreward to ſee the danger — > 
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I how. Acad 5nd pitiful is the prayer of 5 chat 
bath his heart enſnared with the love of mon- 
ey, pleaſure, or any laſtful deſires? The 
_ thoughts will eaſily follow the affections. 3dly, 
When you come to God by prayer, come 
in ſuch humility as beſeemeth a ſinner; and 
yet in the faith and boldneſs that beſeemeth a Þ 
member of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; do not con- 
ceive any conceit of any worthineſs in your- 
- ſelves, yet beware of any deſpairing ern | 
in prayer, but be as confident in every lawful — | 
regqueſt you aſk, as if you ſaw your glorified |. 
Redeemer interceding for you with his Father; ; 
. "= faith and hope is the life of. rayer, and Chriſt - 
1 the life of hope; if you pfày, and think you 
=, - ſhall .neyer be the better for praying, your 55 
prayers ſhall have but little life; therefore, let 
1 and glorified Chriſt 'be always be- 
fore your eyes in prayer; not in a picture, 
but in the thoughts of a believing mind. 
Ble what the apoſtle ſaith to the Hebrews, , 
> Shed. iv. 14, 15, 16. We have a high_prieft,) | 
N is paſſed into. the heavens, Feſus the Son of = | 
Boa, that was in all points tempted as ave are, | 
and yet without fin. Let us come therefore bold. 
2 10 the throne of grace,” that we may obtain [ 
3 Y cy, and find grace to help in the time of need. . 
. Allg, Heb. vii: 25. He is able to fave to the | 
| © gs them that come unts God through him, fee |: 
A 45 ng be ever liveth to make interceſſion } for them. 
Vea, we have a gracious promjſe by Chriſt | 
E - * bipafelf for our encouragement, John xiv. 1 75 
54 5 4 H any thing 7 in my name, I ill do it. 
1 Labour hard with your hearts all 8 of > 
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to receive the mercy. "2M 
know that his mercies- are not contemptible, * * 
but worthy of your moſt earneſt prayers... = 
5thly, In the laſt place, the other caution 55 | 
ſhall lay before you is this: After you have 
done prayer, take heed of contenting- your-" 
ſelves with the bare performance of the duty, 4 
thinking that your work is done, when pray 5 4 
er is over; but carefully examine how you have . - 4 
. ſped in prayer; examine how your thoughts, 
have been, and in what frame your hearts? | 
have been, whilſt you have been praying, : 3 E 
and then watch for a return of Pray A: - IS 
great many pray, and when they 
they never think of. their Prayers again; and. — 
this is the cauſe that makes many prayers. [7 ORE 
be loſt; therefore, don't think you have: done: 


for a return of prayer. David 
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into lip- labour, or into lifeleſs formality ; - the 


heart may be ſenſeleſs, tho? the voice ſeem .-* 
be earneſt ; therefore, the heart muſt be care- 
fully watched, and diligently ſtirred up. A 5 

cold prayer ſhews a cold heart in deſiring that 


and therefore, it is unfit 


which is prayed for; : 
God will make you 


enough when you have done K but wate x 
had been pray 2 


ing. and then he was reſolved to hearken what. 


. the Lord er h peak, Pal. lxxxy. 8. See 9 


5 1 to wait for him, Mic. vii. 7. the ore 
de dk to the Lord, I will wait for the God. 
E " pon 5 voy! God 12 8 Bear ne. E rien To 
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aye done, 20 


"ts "the Throne of Gran. 1 F Ph. 
time you are praying, to keep theni ina rere. 12 80 
rend, ſerious, fervent frame, and fuffer i 5 
not to grow remiſs and cold, to turn Pray rer = n= 8 : 
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8 ö 'earne/t Invitation. . | 
"by ou do not watch for return'of - prayer, you LET 
2 * not conſider What you de, or whom you | - 
have fo do with in prayer. When yon pray, | 
E k in engage in an ordinance, and ſhall Kat be 
55 lech in vain? you are therefore to ſtapd upon | 
1 our. watch tower, and to obſerve, with M 
pPreophet, what God faith to you, Hab. ii, 1 
© - That is the ſecond uſe. zdly, The third and 
laſt uſe ſhall be of exhortation: And my ex- 
huortaion ſhall: be. for the ſtirring you all up 
both t family and ſecret prayer. As for fa- 
mily prayer, O be perſuaded, for the Lord's | 
lake, for C hriſt's ſake, who intercedes for you, 2 
And for yoar ſoul's fake, that you would make 
cConſcience of family. prayer, not only in the 
evening, but every morning and evening: This 
dn duty that is moſt ſadly neglected in this de- 
cCling age; eſpecially in inns and public houſ- 
3 es, and ſuch places, where people are incum- 85 
EE bered with multitude of buſineſs about the | - 
5 . of the world and the flcſh.: O! for . 
lake of your immortal ſouls, do not ſuffer your 
A I company, the buſineſs and delights of the 
© worldand the fleſ ., to rob you of God's love, 
gy and to ruin your body and ſoul-in hell for e- 
E ever Friends, let me perſuade you to take this 
5 => agſel, that what company ſoever is at your 
: bone, at unſeafonable times, tell: 1 11 thus: 
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* 8 His-is, no time for you to be here; it is time 2 
fer do de at home reading and: praying in 
0 2 i les. But, if you cannot ſhake off 

= Jour cor pany and buſineſs in time, then do N 


5 8 did, Gen, xxit. 5. I bo faith "— * 
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ay -thing in this world than neglect Te SY 


- fors, and thoſe that are conſtant performers 0 85 = 
ing, yet follow them to their np _ — 
hardeſt Work in religion, and that b 


derances to tliis daty. Friends, fecret ava”. 8 
> 9 Gp aſt DD 8⁰ COT ha in — 0 ets: 5 


"Eve 


lad S nde und e ies,” 80 ſay te your”. 3 45 
company atid buſineſs; and to your, ol, 5 
ae Tarry you here; While I and-t I * fa- 6 * k 


mii go yonder and worſhip Gd. Confider,. . 2 
fr iends, Four ſonls re more Worth thau den 2 i 2 
ouland worlds; and you had beiter negle nk 


oY 
N 


ſouls. O Tet all the buſineſs of this wor toe ITY 
whither it will, rather than loſe heaven, R 
that Will de a. dreadful loſs indeed. Alas! 4 
What a dreadful thing it is, that death ao aud 5 = 72 3 
Judgement ſhould be ſo near, and eternity. at I 
the door, and yet there ſhould be ſo I ES I 
ing familles! But, Having ſaid ſomething 4 
the perſuading you to Baie in my 
bock of Joſhua's reſolution, I need ta fay ao 
more of it here. Therefore; 2dly, Let me 
exhoft you alſo to ſecret. prayer; for it is to 
be feared that this is alſo very much ae : 


ed among us: nay, it is not only neglscted a. 2 
mong looſe, prophane, finners, but alſo, its. - — 
to be feared, it is fadly neglected by profeſs -- = 


family dues; many that make conſeience of”. — 
praying in their families, both nigh and mf 


Nc and you ſhall ſee nothing of ſecret prays . ---=» 
* riends, 1 can tell you, and that by we = 
ful experience too, that to pray aright 1 16. 0 
of the: many pp pull Ws 2 hin- 


is the greateſt enemy the devil has; he anno? 8 
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IF 4 oY "ts earnet Tbl. : 24 RR | 
- becauſe no duty can be more powerful for 
pulling down Satan's kingdom in the ſoul, and 
3 up the king sdom of Chriſt, than ſecret 
prayer is: The devil is well content that peok 0 
3 | ple ſhould ſer about an outward du-y of reli: 
gion, as reading the ſcripture; hearing'6f fer. {| 
maons, and praying in their families, fo as „ 
de done in a cold, formal, and lifeleſs wa 
F- , Without any great oppoſition; but for people 
0 go and pour out their hearts to Gad in fe- 
_ eter, confeſs their own particular ſins and dai- 
- ly infirmities, bemoaning their caſe to God, 
eie their inbred corruptions, lamenting 
oper a hard heart, a blind mind, a dead and 
dull ſpirit, a hearty begging of pardon, 555 
S 24 deliverance from fin, for power againſt corrup- 
- tion, for ſtrength agaiuſt the evil luſting of th 7 
bel begging for grace and a new nature; and 
à new life; now this work, together with fre- 
„ quent meditation, and ſelf. examination, theſe 
Auties the devil oppoſeth with all his might. 
No weapons can de more ſtrong for the root- 
ES our of corruptions, for fighting againſt Sa- 
A KEE: - . Ec wh and overcoming of him, than theſe ſpi- 
weapons. 1 We have naturally a 
daufful, ſluggiſh ſpirit,” a dull and back ward 
beortz che fleſh ee its eaſe, the world with 
| b iz profits and pleaſures, and the fleſh with ks 
4 5 5 yea, and the devil he comes in, * 
* aud makes uſe of all theſe for the oppoſing of 
us, for the keeping us off, and for the Inder 3 
1 1 2 na Fus in theſe feeret duties. The devil is 
Inn 0 let 80 his. bold of the ſinuer, Were 
bete labours wWih a e if i it be pot Sh 
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ES * ij 4 fr 70 ing 0 * | 271 
| * to 58 him in the chain of his ſin: „ 
fore there muſt be a great fighting againſt- 

+ theſe enemies of ſouls, ſtriving againſt: theſe 
oppoſitions, and ſo a wreſtling with God byßyßß 
ſecret prayer, and a taking of the kingdom 8 
of heaven by violence, if ever we. mean 3 
come there. Conſider, friends, that-ſecrer © 
prayer, if fervent, is a ſtriving againſt ſin and 

corruption; for whenever we are ſtriving win 
Jod, we are ſtriving againſt ſin; for duty and 
fin ſtrive for the victory. While duty Velde 8 
up, - ſin" goes down; but-when duty flags, in 
gels up: Seeret prayer, if hearty, will make bY 
us weary of ſinning; or elſe fin will make us 9 
Weary. of praying: And if ſecret prayer be fuel” * I 
a wearifomeneſy;to us, it. is a ſad ſigu that in bs 
gets the upper hand. There cannot be a mora 
effectual way for a ſinner to kill his fin, tha 
by ſecret prayer: A ſinner never Hahts again 
fin,” with greater zeal, nor with greater u, 
cels, chan upon his knees, when once a in? 


ner comes to kneel in earneſt before God, „ cf 
luſts muſt quickly kneel to him. Our confeſs --- 4 


\ fing of fin, and laying it open beſore the Lord; 
our complaining to the Lord of i it, Sur erying 
to the Eord againſt R. preſſing hin ;upaty - 
his promiſe, upon his coyenant to help itz kee "I 
are the mightieſt batteries for beating down 'JY 
ie ſtrong holds of fin. But where ſec et 5 8 33 
Prayer is neglected, there the ſinner fe 8 E 8 2 
to all temptations, din, laſt, and: uncleanneſs:--- = 
0 therefore be perſuaded to de often 3 "MY 
3 in this duty of ſecxet prayer. Frien I, 2 3 
2 [ 5 25 ol Will Mie m_ ane do = 
FTIR 22 . 2 5VCFCCCCCC "I Ig 
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one "EY that is, to give; youtſetves — 
'- --  cret prayer? there | is no exhortation ever will 
BW proſper with you, if this exhortation do not: 


if you do, not live a praying life: O be per- 
I ade e be inſtant and conſtart in ſecret 
EE: ayer; Tet your-times for fecret-prayer,. and 
ABS i= your: times; and make a firm refolutiou 
with yourſelves to do it. Tread of a godly di- 
ine, who bad upon/# time ſome confecdnet” 
with ſome of his hearers concerning the ſtate 
85 their: ſouls; they gave! him ſoine hopes 
à work of grace begun! in their hearts; Put 
EG then, pon Inquiry, he found fill a rieglest of 
ol _Teeret prayer, „ which caſt ſach a damp up 
Rais ſpirit, that it brought down his hopes to be 8 
3 Sele as nothing. Friends, eonfider that fe- 
=; ret prayer is the very life of religion, if it be 
- fincere and fervent! And if you would but be 
3 funded to make true conſcience of that, 
Et + thenthere would-be-hopes indeed of the work 
ol ges begun 1 in your Now, for the further 
TE 5 70n uß to the duty of ſecret prayer, 
. eonſider 1 theſe four things. 1. Conſider, 
chat if you make conſcience of ſeciet prayer 
ED — Sally and frequentiy, this would be an evident 
=. fignof your uprightweſs and ſincerity. y. It is a 
"= 'that you {eek God; when none but God 
knows Soo your ſceking him, He is not 4 true 


. Ehriftian chat is one outwardly,” but he 18 1. 
. ve Chriſtianinw bardly, whoſe F, 


f 985 but of of f. God, Rom. I. 285 29. B. 
r A in e ſeerat dutie 
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3 is in vain to perſuade you Ito. 1d A holy life, : 
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ly 1 — 3 — | = 
hi EAPO no De Throne of Trac. N IE 5 23 3 
3 jan, Jet ke is in God's account-no better than 
„a hypocrite. 2. Conſider, ſecret prayer is a 
marvellous way to thrive i in grace, and to grow e 
rich towards God. By this means, faith will _ 

grow exceedingly, our love to God —ꝗ 8 _ 
abound, our ſouls will proſp er. A Chriſtian 
tit is much 3 in ſecret with God, O What be-. 
| nefitdoes he reap thereby! how good does ie - 
find God to be unto his ſoul! 15 that he ca * 4 5 I 
experience ſay with the Pſalmiſt, Phkexly. | bs 

28. That be is plenteous in mercy nts all oat * 55 
call upon him. 3. Conſider, that ſeeret prayer." 7 
is a means to fit you for public ordinances.” 1 5 "Þ 
\ Thoſe that are moſt upon their knees in their TT 
chamber or cloſet; wiltreceive moſt benefit in by 
oy public; God muſt be ſou ght unto in ſceret, to _ 4 
fit us for public. worſhip. "Thoſe that, before 
they come to hear, pray earneſtly,” III ſecret, ©. 5 4 
that the goſpel may come to them, not in gr TS p 
only, but in power atfo, to bring down t. be © 2 
5 8 holds of ſin, and for by} ding em . 
vp in grace and holineſs, thoſe are I Selyit = = 

. find the goſpel working effectually upon them, 

-_ and tha it is the power of God for/their tak... 
vation, Rom. i. 16. Thoſe that before the Fe. = 
come to the Lord's Supper, examine them: 
ſlelves alone, beg hit God would ſearch them, £2] "3 
And are importunate with God for ſtrengthias © 5 'Y 
gainſt every corruption, as pride, covetouſueſ 5 _ 
_ envy, anger, malice: alſo againſt a hard heart,  * 2 
fluggiſhneſs and dullnefs. 0 ſpirit, | difordere. 1 
aftfections, ſelf-love, ſenſuality, and: the like; . 7 E 
|| theyalſo that beg for all the Bon of Chris : 
ie daes and So 5 ws Se of WE SY 
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r A COPE TOP ee 
"Jack: oc arg not like to de ſong: empty. a. 
"Is, 1. Conſider, ſecret prayer is a means to 
_ keep public duties upon the beart, after public 5 
cxereile is ended. Vour work is not done when 
public exerciſe is over; but you. are immedi- | 
-, Bs as ſoon as you come home, to go alone, 
and, in ſecret, to pray over. the word which you 
have heard; thus, 1. Has any ſin been laid o- 
pen to you, wherein vou know yourſelves to 
e guilty; then confeſs it, beg pardon for i it, 
C th again(t.; it, and reſolve to ſet againſt it 
E cot! time to come. 2. Has: any duty been 
preſſe d upon you in contemplation of God in 
© tecret, incline your. heart to perform this duty. A 
1 5 3. Conſider ſecret prayer is the way to have 
* Jpecial tokens of God's love, and theſe j joys 
5 i 12t 2 {tranger does not meddle with. © the. 1 
ect meltings and th lawings of the heart for 
=: = 4 in chat the ſaints meet: Vith in ſecret prayer! 
CET © Jil viſits t that the, great phyſician of ſouls. 
d. es maket to o poor ſinners in this duty! And O 
the ne yz peace, and comfort, that the 
Lai gts do Meet 525 in their ſecret addreſſes to 
od by prayer 4 
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And, friends, ſhould; not this 
6 „ to Fl i be fre- 
1 3 I . ee e ear ent enough ag Jay i 
5 2 85 6th and Ht place, 7 f you daily. , conſiter in 
58 pray in eden e examine aue te Bw -and take 
Bs 5 3 mc hearts in ſecret, God will reward you o 
Þ 45 .". _Pehly.” is the argument. that Chtiſt uſeth to enforce 
©" exer-prayer, Mat. Pa | es os thou prayeſt. enter into thy 
Ns and-ſhur'the d our, an c to thy Father which is in 
5 Father 5 eth in ſecret thallreward thee | 
$ ſecret witneſſes wh. idee men 4 all 
| | fre an . 
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